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The Bolsheviks disfranchise the propertied classes. They
go farther in theory and propose to abolish the propertied
classes, either by abolishing property or destroying its own-
ers. This, however, cannot be done at one stroke, and in the
transition period there remain some who live from something
beside the direct and immediate pay for their services, from
interest or rent profits (whether past or present). Such peo-
ple are enemies of the new order. Of course, they are dis-
franchised. One does not give the vote to an enemy in time
of war. Some people are misled into thinking that this means
that they disfranchise everyone either with brains or a clean
collar. This is not true Professors, engineers, managers may
receive pay, even large pay, for their services, and have the
franchise, if they accept the Bolshevik dogma that no man
shall derive an income except from his own labor. This fran-
chise means, however, only a vote for rival Bolshevik candi-
dates. Bolshevism itself is above the franchise.

The Bolshevik leaders have a certain respect for kings and
capitalists as one may have respect for an open and ruthless
enemy. They are less bitter against a Grand Duke than against
Kerensky or Breshkovskaya; less bitter against the Kaiser than
against Scheidemann and Ebert; less bitter against Clemenceau
than against Branting; less bitter against the monopolist than
against the trade-union leader. The reason is that all socialists
or labor leaders who still compromise with the institution of
property and the wage system are traitors to the cause of the
proletariat When war has been declared treason is the dead-
liest crime. The traitor suffers a more terrible fate than the
leader of the enemy forces. Were Lenine given twenty-four
hours of power in this country, on whom would the hand of
punishment fall first? Not on Rockefeller because he has the
most money, nor on Wilson because he is head of the state,
but on Gompers because in the eyes of the Bolsheviks he is
the arch-enemy of his own class.

The Bolsheviks held an American Consul, Roger Treadwell,
prisoner for months. It is reported that to appeals for his
release they said they would let him go if we would release
Mooney. At first this seems a piece of sheer insolence, of for-
eign interference with our own administration of justice by
our own courts. But if we look at it from the point of view
of the class war, it is quite consistent, The Bolsheviks recog-
nize no national boundaries. There are as many fronts m